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HEW Set 
To Reveal 
Hill Letters 

By Cathe Wolhowe 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Department of Health, 
Education arid Welfare said 
yesterday it will start making 
public its letters from con- 
gressmen seeking help for con- 
stituents. 

“Congress has failed to 
specify any policy on this 
matter, so we will treat con- 
gressional letters like all 
other letters under the free- 
dom of Information Act,” 
Louis M. Helm, assistant sec- 
retary for public affairs, told 
sc news conference convened 
to announce new departmen- , 
tal regulations under the six- : 
year-old law. 

The announcement came as 
a surprise to many congres- 
sional offices. Staff members 
said that, on the rare occa- > 
sions when such letters have 
been released, the agencies 
first asked permission to do 
so. 

Some agencies have with- 
held congressional letters 
claiming they are the property 
)f Congress, not of the agency, 
said James Kronfeld, . chief 


counsel of the House Foreign 
Operations and Government 
Information Subcommittee. 

But, he added, “It’s the con- 
tents, not the source, that de- 
termines whether information 
-should be released,” Under 
the act, information does not 
have to be disclosed if it in- 
volves national security, inter- 
agency rules or memoranda, 

■ trade secrets, personnel and 
medical' files, banking data -or 
geological information related 
to mining. ... 

j^^SLJSfibfiStsi, new- director 
or HEW's. special public in - 
foftnaffrm oyi rr riflrea'mlet- 
ter from a congressman will 
be released unless the request " 
is specific. 

Nor will Roberts release any 
general information not con- 
tained in a letter or document. 
“It’s a misnomer to say the 
Freedom of Information Act 
because it’s really a letters 
and documents act,” he said. 

But he added that the new 
regulations, which become ef- 
fective Friday, will make 
available, much more informa- 
tion, including: 

•’ Correspondence between 
HEW and its officials relating 
to HEW business. 

• Most records pertaining to 
grants. 

• Contracts and. portions of 
contract offers reflecting final 
prices submitted in negotiated 
procurements. 

Under the new regulations, 
Roberts said, a. person would 
have a more direct, and faster 
appeal if inforriiation is de- 
nied, because denials must be 
reviewed by agency heads and 
approved by Helm and ap-i 
peals are to be acted upon! 
within 20 days. j 


